ID - MARCHES ON: [It’s fast becoming the best inference]
Five years ago, in an Aug-Sept magazine article entitled… ‘The Ultimate Questions: [What is science actually saying?].... I referred to the surprising fundamental change of mind from atheist to theist of the then world renowned atheist Prof Anthony Flew   (1923-2010). He became perhaps the first prominent atheist to come out and claim that ID (theory of intelligent design) gave the best inference to the cause of our reality than did atheistic neo-Darwinian evolution. 

It is worth noting again, that the foundation of the modern atheist argument is indebted to long time philosopher the late Professor Anthony Flew and his ground breaking paper “Theology and Falsification,” which is claimed to be the most widely reprinted philosophical publication of the last half century. Professor Flew (who was known as the worlds most notorious atheist) earned his notorious fame by arguing that, - “One should suppose atheism until evidence for God exists.” He also argued (as did Socrates) that – “We should always follow the evidence wherever it may lead.” 
 However, the renowned philosopher, after a life time of probing and enquiry, in 2004 arrived at the opposite conclusion and officially joined the other side, claiming that, the evidence which is now available had caused him to change his mind.
Prof Flew’s decision, together with his openness of mind, fairness and integrity came as a most uncomfortable jolt for those who were once his fellow atheists. Francis S Collins – head of the human genome project has said – “Flew’s colleagues in the ‘church of fundamentalist atheism’ will be scandalized by his decision, but theistic believers will be greatly encouraged and earnest seekers of truth will find much in Flew’s journey to illuminate their own paths towards the truth”. 
Professor Flew concluded that the scientific evidence now supports the theory ‘that some sort of intelligence created the universe’ and that in particular, research into DNA has shown by the almost unbelievable complexity of the arrangements which are needed to produce life, that intelligence must have been involved.

The reasons for Professor Flew’s change of mind are given in his 2007 book – “There is a God- how the world’s most notorious atheist changed his mind”.

A matter perhaps of great interest to Methodists here, is the fact that Professor Flew who was educated at ‘Kingwoods-School’ in Bath, which was founded by John Wesley, was the son of the Rev. Robert Newton Flew, one of the leading Methodist scholars of the first half of the 20th century, President of the Methodist Conference in 1946 and for many years, Principal of Wesley House in Cambridge.

Turning to the world of Physics:

The 1964 Nobel Prize winner in physics, the late Charles Towens (1915-2015) came out in 2005 in favour for intelligent design in cosmology, and now in July of this year, the latest notable person to come out in favour of ID is the emeritus Professor at the Cavendish laboratory at Cambridge University, Brian Josephson, who won the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1973.

When asked the question as to how strong was his confidence in ID he replied … Given the choice between ID and unguided or random neo-Darwinian evolution, I opt for ID!
I believe that intelligence played a role in how evolution has occurred. One of the big mistakes of those who attack ID is to regard evolution and God as mutually exclusive. So they say that someone who believes in ID doesn’t believe in evolution, but that’s not the case. On this matter, scientific opinion seems to have disappeared into something political, because the statement that… “ID is creationism disguised as science“ is a totally false view of what has happened.
He distinguishes between ID and Young earth creationism, saying that whilst ID proponents may hold religious beliefs, those beliefs do not determine their scientific conclusions.
We may have religious beliefs, but let’s see what science can tell us and that’s what ID is all about;  It isn’t creationism in  disguise at all.

He compares design in evolution to human creativity and concedes that his ideas about ID may not be consistent with some traditional theism. When asked what is your confidence level on a scale of 0 to 100 that the design of evolution is by some kind of transcendent intelligence? He answered, about 80%, adding that atheistic-materialism would have a very, very hard time if this were accepted to be correct. 
Now, the worlds ex-most notorious atheist and two Nobel laureate’s say-so alone, doesn’t definitively establish the argument for design in cosmology or biology. However, it is amazing to me that ID-theory seems to be progressing in one direction only and is now being accepted by more and more eminent persons as giving us the best answers to our most fundamental questions. Atheistic-Darwinism is just not coming up with creditable answers to the questions ID theory raises. Is this because there aren’t any?
The big question here we should all be asking is:-’Why does the Methodist Church claim to hold no opinion on ID ????
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