THE SHROUD OF TURIN:

Easter time is now past, but the mystery of the resurrection is still with us, which set me thinking again about the enigma of that artefact known to us as the ‘Turin Shroud.

I first became aware of the Shroud of Turin in 1978, when an article about it appeared in a Sunday paper’s glossy magazine.
This shroud was claimed by many to be nothing other than the very one mentioned in all four biblical gospels, that had once covered the dead body of Christ in the tomb prior to his resurrection.

Imprinted on its inner surface are the front and back anatomically correct, mirror  images of a some--5ft-10ins  crucified man, complete with….crown of thorns, pierced wrists, feet and side, with both real pre and post mortem blood, surrounded with blood serum stains from these  wounds and from flogging prior to his crucifixion.
The recorded history of this shroud begins in 1204AD when it was reportedly brought to France from Constantinople in Turkey by one of the European crusaders. In 1578 it was eventually deposited in the cathedral of Turin Italy where it has remained ever since under the protection of the Roman Catholic Church.
It is to be noted that there is some evidence that locates the shroud back to the 1st century AD century but it is considered only to be circumstantial evidence.
In 1898 the shroud was first photographed and to every one’s amazement the sepia-image on the shroud was shown to be like a photographic negative, because when developed and printed it became a clear photographic positive of a crucified man. At this stage everyone involved was accused of fraud.
It was not photographed again until 1931 when the special characteristic of the image were confirmed as correct. 

It was photographed again in 1978, but this time it was also closely examined by a team of specially selected scientists who used a new type of image analyser called a VP8, which showed the image to have 3D holographic properties, i.e. the image stood out from the cloth’s surface like a 3D statue. Even to this day, no 2D image has ever been shown to contain correct 3D holographic information and there are no similar type of images in existence. It is the only one in the world and cannot be duplicated!
It was at this stage that the media got interested; hence the 1978 magazine article.

The shroud is a 14ft x 3.5ft [4.2m x 1.1m] piece of pure linen cloth woven in a particular herring-bone style which was common in Palestine in the first century AD. It is to be noted that no cotton was included in the weave!

It is now generally agreed that the image was definitely not produced by…..drawing, painting, dying or due to scorching by laying it over the hot surface of say a specially prepared statue.
The image is only on the top few fibres of the shroud’s inner-surface and unlike the bloodstains does not penetrate into the cloth. 

The image seems to have been produced by the chemical degradation of the top-fibres by some kind of powerful radiation.

Also, the image is not a distorted one which would have been unavoidable if it had been caused by direct contact with the surface of a body or statue.
In 1988 the RC Church agreed to have the shroud radio-carbon dated. This was done and the dates for the linen cloth were shown to be between 1260 – 1390, i.e. 14th century.  Despite all of the many features on the cloth which could still not be explained, it was classed as a European medieval fake and nothing more!!
At this point in time, most of the people involved with it accepted it was just a marvellous fake, but some were very intrigued and studied it further. 
The first shock that came was when it was found that the particular part of the shroud from which the samples for the carbon-dating test had been taken were contaminated with medieval-cotton. It was found that at some time the shroud had been subject to repairs with dyed-medieval cotton. It was agreed that this was sufficient to invalidate the dating-test results. It has now been claimed that other unofficial tests on some remaining cloth material, indicates that it dates from the first century AD! 

It is obvious that new carbon dating tests should be carried out without further delay and are being considered by Rome.
Within the last decade or so very important new evidence has come to light to deepen the mystery:-

· The shroud has embedded in it grains of pollen, some of which only appear in Palestine and not Europe.
·  Limestone dust has been recovered from the shroud’s heel imprints which are of a type of limestone only found in Jerusalem.

· Forensic examination has shown that coins were identified  over the eyes of the body and that they are 29-33AD mites which were only minted during the time of Pontius Pilate. They match similar authenticated coins in the British museum.
· On the shroud there are images of a large variety of flowers indigenous to Palestine which surrounds the head and shoulders of the body.

· The blood type on the shroud has now been identified as of the rare AB group which is found in only some 3% of the world’s population.

· There are nail wounds in the wrists rather than the palms of hands, which agree with what is now known about Roman crucifixion practices.

· The body images are covered with multiple flogging wounds, which, under forensic examination match up exactly with those produced by the type of three-tailed barbed ‘flagrum-whip’ used by the Romans at this time.

· There is no image under the bloodstains on the shroud. So the blood was on the linen cloth before the images!

· The size of wound in the side of the body matches the size of spear used at this time by Romans.

· The man’s crossed hands on the image are like X-ray images and teeth can be seen through the closed lips of the body.
· The blood contains the chemical compound…. ‘Bilirubin,’ which is always present in bodies that have been subject to extreme torture or trauma.
· There is in existence another piece of cloth known as the ‘Sudarium,’ which is kept in the cathedral of Oviedo in Spain. This is claimed to be the napkin that was put over Christ’s face before he was taken down from the cross. This item can however, be traced back to the 1st century AD and it also  contains real blood stains from the rare blood group AB, the same group as on the shroud.  The facial blood stain pattern is also virtually the same as that on the shroud!!!
To date, the Turin shroud remains the most studied artefact in our world. The latest opinion is that the shroud images could only have been produced by a burst of powerful radiation coming from inside of the body and radiating outwards, but how this could be duplicated remains as much a mystery as ever.

 For sure, it can’t be done at present! 
It has been said by some that, we need to witness a resurrection at first hand to fully understand the shroud’s image! Well that is not likely to happen soon.
So what are we to make of the shroud and its image? 
If by further tests the linen can be shown to be from the 1st century AD, then all attention will be concentrated on the image alone. At this moment in time we are confident that the image is not a product of  human hand, so perhaps it is what it has always been claimed to be, a record of Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection. The message in the Bible is that Christ died to save us all. Perhaps the shroud can be best seen as our receipt!!!
For more information go to:-  www.shroud.com or youtube. Best to look at the latest videos rather than the older ones that do not contain the latest information.
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