DARWIN OR DESIGN ?  What does the science really say ?   Part.1.
 Darwinism.

      Darwinists believe that evolution and biological complexity are simply the products of blind-chance, random-mutation, natural-selection and nothing more; Also that these processes are without any ultimate purpose or meaning, including their product, intelligent-life itself.

      Darwin’s theory hinges on the idea that any random-mutations in an organism that are advantageous to it, will enable it to better adapt to its environment and therefore survive to reproduce. Darwin did not understand how these traits were passed on from one generation to another. It wasn’t until the discovery of genetics and DNA that an answer was found and the present theory of ‘neo-Darwinism’ was born.

      Now the significance of neo-Darwinism can’t be overstated. For nearly a century  it has exerted a controlling influence over most scientific-thought and is the dominant view held by both the orthodox scientific establishment and the cultural mainstream today, so much so, that it  has now become:- ‘Their-Dogma.’

      In the last few decades however, it has come under serious attack from groups of scientists who have claimed that neo-Darwinism’s narrow focus on random-mutations and natural-selection, doesn’t nearly begin to explain the processes we actually observe in the natural world. Also, that there appears to be some form of directional, purposeful pattern that evolution is following. 
       It is now also coming under increasing criticism for the anti-religious conclusions that are common in the field and their continued insistence that all causal mechanisms of evolution must be materialistic and reductionist, which the critics point out, is a philosophical conclusion ( a belief), not a scientific one.

      Pronouncements made by Richard Dawkins such as:- “We are survival mechanisms – robot-machines blindly programmed to preserve the selfish molecules know as genes” and “Life is a process that looks as if it was designed but isn’t”.  - are beliefs that are shared by fewer and fewer scientists nowadays.

     That some process of evolution has occurred in the history of the universe with its bringing forth of life, including intelligent life, is now indisputable.  However, the vital question that has to be answered is, ‘What process of evolution is actually in operation?’ There are now ten or more different versions on offer ranging from: - The Directionalists, Process-philosophers, Theistic-evolutionists, Conscious-evolutionists and the Intelligent-designers etc;
      All claim that the neo-Darwinian genetic processes are far more complex than had previously been thought, particularly due to the discovery of Epigenetics. Epigenetics are control systems over and above those of the genes  which  influence the evolutionary process by switching genes on or off in response to their environment, thoughts, emotions and beliefs and that the memory of this gene activity can be passed on to subsequent generations. 
      With these controls, each of our 23,000 genes is enabled to have up to 30,000 different permutations giving them an almost limitless number of possibilities. Questions like; ’Can organisms direct their own evolution?’ are now becoming unavoidable.


      It’s all moving far, far, far away from Darwin’s original simple evolutionary concept at a high rate of knots, to one of far greater complexity.
       There is a new sense of humility…..The discoveries being now made show how enormously complicated every thing is…..The popular conception of the gene as a simple causal agent is now thought to be  not valid. 

        The foundation stone of Darwinism is that random-mutations in genes can produce useful adaptations; whereas it is now observed that random-mutations are either at best non-beneficial or simply destructive, thereby offering no survival benefit to the organism.
 It has now been discovered that there are molecular-machines in all cells whose sole purpose is to correct random-mutations. It has also been claimed by some scientists, that at the rate that random-mutations have been observed to occur, there has not been enough time since the birth of the universe some 13.7 billion years ago for random mutations to produce even one single cell let alone life as we find it.

       In the 1990’s scientists began to discover that all life forms come from a startlingly limited number of genes. Humans, for example have around only 23,000 genes instead of the 120,000 or so that were expected before the ‘Human genome project’ commenced; and that we share 98% of them with chimpanzees and 60% of them with bananas. 

       It is now understood, that 97% of our DNA which has up to now been described by Darwinists as ‘junk DNA’ with no functional purpose, acts  to switch nearby genes on and off during development. Therefore, part of how nature produces “endless forms most beautiful” to use Darwin’s poetic phrasing, appears to be through the almost, infinite number of combinations and patterns created when different genes are turned on and off at different times. So where are the plans/instructions and signals for the switching on or off the genes? It does not appear to be built- chemically into the DNA!

      A case of real-world evolution is when Bacteria generate resistance to antibiotics. They first travel around our body, hunting for a cell that has a pump and on finding one in a cell in our body they extract a copy of that cell’s DNA. They then locate a section of  our DNA that has the code for the pump, inserts that code into its own DNA and builds a pump and pumps out the antibiotic from their cells. They then produce other bacteria that have this pump, then find their bacterial brothers and sisters in our body and give them the same piece of genetic-code thereby making them immune to the antibiotic. This does not take thousands of generations, it takes only one. 
It is now being claimed that, this is due to  extraordinary feats of ‘software-programming’ genius and that random-mutations have virtually no creative ability whatsoever.

     There is also the case where selected Bacteria with a genetic defect rendering them unable to digest ’lactose’ (the sugar present in milk), were put into dishes containing only lactose. Instead of all of them dying due to starvation, all dishes were after a period of time found to have some thriving colonies of bacteria. Some bacteria had activated life saving mutations in direct response to their extreme environmental crisis and these mutations had saved their lives; A clear example of bacteria evolving-purposefully, not randomly. This showed that cells within organisms have the ability to orchestrate their own ‘directed-mutations.’ 

 Certain leading scientists have said:-                

“We muddy the waters of the debate if we fail to acknowledge that the processes of evolution have metaphysical implications for us.” 
-- Simon Conway Morris – Professor of Evolutionary Paleobiology at Cambridge University.
Also:-

“How can we possibly overlook the evidence – or, at the very least, the appearance of directionality in evolution: the sense that the force of evolution propels life inexorably toward ever-greater complexity, diversity, mastery, over its environment and eventually, produces consciousness?” -------     James Gardner --- Complexity Theorist.
And:-

“Evolutionary pathways are not random and purposeless; they are mathematically optimized in advance to reach desired destinations in the smallest possible number of steps”.                                                                                       
 In the next magazine an alternative:-  ‘Intelligent Design”                                  
                                 #############################

DARWIN OR DESIGN ?  What does the science really say ?    Part .2.
Intelligent Design.    

   Proponents of Intelligent Design claim, that certain important tell-tale features of the Universe and Earth’s biological complexity are best explained by an intelligent cause. It does not challenge the idea of micro-evolution defined as small change within species over time, but it does dispute Darwin’s idea that the cause of biological change is wholly blind and undirected.

    Contrary to media reports, intelligent design-theory is not a religious-based idea, but is an evidenced based scientific theory about life’s origins, one that challenges the strictly materialistic views of neo-Darwinian evolution. It argues that living organisms look designed because they really were designed.

    These tell-tale signs of intelligence and design are to be found in three areas of science  which are - Biology, Palaeontology and Cosmology:-
1).   Biologists have over the last 30 years discovered a world of nanotechnology within all living cells, where there are miniature circuits and molecular machines such as turbines, pumps, sliding-clamps, rotary engines, machines for copying, reading and editing digital information. There are miniature engines used to propel bacterial-cells around inside  living cells that rotate at speeds up to 20,000 rpm all with distinct functioning molecular parts including rotors, stators, O-rings, bushings, U-joints and drive shafts; A world of unbelievable complexity. It is inconceivable that neo-Darwinian random-mutation and natural-selection could have achieved this, one tiny incremental random-mutation at a time.
    The study of  DNA  revealed a startling discovery, which was that its’ molecular structure was so precisely arranged that it was able to store information in the form of a four-character digital code. Strings of precisely sequenced chemicals called nucleotide-bases store and transmit the assembly instructions (the information) for building the protein-molecules as well as the molecular-machines the cell needs to operate and survive. DNA functions like letters in a written language or symbols in a computer code. As Bill Gates of Microsoft has noted, “DNA is like a computer program but far, far more advanced than any software we’ve ever created.” ‘So, where did this information come from’? The origin of this information is not addressed by Darwinism. It is now recognised that ‘Information’ is only the product of an ‘intelligent-mind’, so this is a very, very powerful argument against neo-Darwinism. Suspicion is growing that what we are seeing in DNA is best described as an artefact of mind and consciousness rather than random-mutation and natural-selection
2).  In Darwin’s day, the fossil records did not appear to support his evolutionary theory (though he thought they eventually would) and today 150 years later it still doesn’t explain macro-evolution, i.e. the actual origin of the different phyla and species which is what his famous book was supposed to explain. Darwin’s comments were that “If this pattern holds, it is a genuine argument against my theory”. However, micro-evolution, the way changes occur within a species like for example how pigeons and dogs have changed over time (by human intervention) has never really been at question, but this does not relate to the actual origin of species. Also the time period in which the major phyla appeared on earth was only some 0.13% of the time that life has been on earth (an appearance virtually overnight), a period of time far, far too short, with odds of random-mutations generating even one short protein molecule being calculated to be around 1:1074 (To put this in context, there are only 1068 atoms in our entire Milky-way galaxy). Darwin said – “If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ existed which could not possibly have been formed by numerous, successive slight modifications, my theory would absolutely break down”. It is now claimed by many, that Darwin’s own failure predictions have falsified his own theory.
3).   Rather than us existing in a purposeless and meaningless universe, we see the very opposite and that our planet Earth is a very privileged planet indeed. Very special conditions were necessary in order for us to have a planet that could bring forth and sustain intelligent life and that gave this intelligence a suitable platform and environment so that discovery and consequently an understanding of the physics and mathematics of the universe could be made. Einstein maintained that “the most incomprehensible thing about the universe was that it was comprehensible”.
     It is now recognised, that a large number of special factors had to be just right for complex life to arise on our planet, ranging from our type of galaxy, our sun’s idealised position in our galaxy, our type of star, our type of planet, its position relative to the sun, its’ rate of rotation, and our large moon. In addition to these, there have been found to be laws that govern the operation of the universe whose various mathematical formulae contain what are described as ‘universal-constants’. These constants have very specific given values which if changed a very small amount result in a universe unsuitable for intelligent life to arise and exist. These constants could have virtually any value over a vast range, but the values they actually have are the ones that allow for life to exist. They appear to be fine-tuned so that life can exist and in particular intelligent life.
     These facts suggest something completely different to the Darwinist’s claims of purposelessness and meaninglessness, which is that the universe exists for a purpose, not just the purpose of mere existence but for life to extend beyond itself and to view the universe at large and discover if the universe actually points to something beyond itself.
      Finally, matter and energy have come from somewhere, every one can agree on that. But, information has come from somewhere too. Information is a separate non-material entity, but is fully on par with matter and energy. Information only comes from a mind, so if the information in books, poems and TV shows come from human intelligence, then we can postulate that all living things had their origin from a ‘Super-intelligence’. Every word we hear, every dog that barks, every song we sing, every email that zips across the internet is surely an ultimate manifestation of this ‘Super-intelligence’, because, information and language always originate from a mind and a mind always originates from within the realm of consciousness itself.
So it is now claimed that ---   ‘In the beginning were words, language, information and

                                                 Ultimate-Intelligent-Consciousness.’

How different is this from --- ‘In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God

                                                 and the Word was God.’ [John 1.1.] ?
“When I look at the evidence objectively without ruling out the possibility of Intelligent   design, design leaps up as the most likely explanation and that’s why I believe that it’s true”.
-- Jonathan Wells, PhD, in Molecular and Cell Biology from University of Berkeley California.

     Intelligent-Design is very supportive of theistic belief but it does not rely on religious premises.!
     So what does the science really say? -- The actual process of evolution that we find appears to be, by the best inference, not random Darwinian evolution; Instead it appears to be an intelligent process that has direction, design, purpose and meaning at its very core.
                                                ############################
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