GOD & EVIL:   [Part 2.0]

As a continuation of the article in our previous magazine, I paraphrase below; three separate articles [by J Warner Wallace] which I believe give further clarity on the subject of God and evil:
 I believe that evil can be reconciled if we have the following-:

(1). An accurate view of eternity: 


Evil and suffering are typically experienced and understood within the context of one’s life.


If Theism is true, and we are more than material beings, with a purpose for our existence, then life can’t just be seen as a mere line progressing from birth to death, but instead, more as a ray stretching from our birth, passing through the point of our physical death and extending to an eternal life beyond the grave in a different dimension of existence.

If we now consider our experience of evil and pain in the context of an eternal life, most pain experienced whilst a child, at the age of thirty has been long outdistanced by the years lived since then and you don’t remember it now. You were able to place the pain within the overall context of your life. 


If we are ultimately, non-material souls, [‘individuated units of consciousness’ in modern terminology] who will exist for ever, our experience and understanding of pain and evil should be contextualized within eternity not within our temporality.


Whatever our experience here in our earthly life, no matter how difficult or painful, should be seen through the lens of eternity! Our external experience stretches beyond the struggles of this life, so our temporal suffering will become an ever shrinking percentage of our overall conscious experience. The anguish we may have experienced on Earth will be long out distanced by the joy we will experience in eternity.

(2). A proper reverence for Free-Agency.   


The highest moral value is accepted to be that of love. Love requires freedom and true love requires humans to have the ability to choose love. Love cannot be forced if it is heartfelt and real! We cannot force anyone to love us, all we can do is to demonstrate our love for them and hope they will reciprocate.


A world in which people have the freedom to love and perform great acts of kindness, is also a world in which people have the freedom to hate and commit great acts of evil. We cannot have one without the other.


For Example, you don’t put yourself at the head of a queue to a Nazi gas chamber in place of a Jewish mother and child as an act of rationality. It is an act of crazy sacrificial love, which too has something of absolute, immense importance to say at the most deepest level of our relationship with the love of the Creator.


And that is where the problem lies, a world without freedom makes love logically impossible.


If the creator of the universe considers love the highest moral virtue, the only option open is to create a universe in which humans as free-agents have the freedom to choose love. Without the freedom to do bad things, none of us could do good things. All morally virtuous behaviours (including love) hinge on our free-agency. For these reason, freedom must be protected at any and every cost, even if it means free-agents to cause pain, suffering and injustice in the temporal lives of themselves and others.


A benevolent Creator could correct or prevent acts of evil caused by free-agents, but to do so would ultimately rob the universe of true freedom and therefore true goodness. 


We commonly define love by referring to….. ‘Kindness, gentleness, adoration, or affection’, but love is more than this as there are times when love demands, discipline, correction and guidance. Good parents learn to embrace a fuller, richer more complex definition of love. None of us likes to experience ‘tough-love’ from our parents or from God.


If the loving nature of a Divine Creator is as broad and all encompassing as that of a parent, we should expect some difficult circumstances to be evidence of the Creators love, especially if a greater-good is achieved as a result of temporal suffering.


Love in its truest sense however, is concerned with more than our immediate happiness and pleasure. Love aims for something more lasting. The love of an eternal Creator would seek something beyond our temporal happiness, even if we fail to see our circumstances as an expression of this love.

(3). An understanding of its role in character development. 


What could a Divine Creator hope to accomplish by allowing evil to exist? One outcome claimed by many philosophers, is the development of character.


Many have developed new virtues and characteristics they never anticipated. Many have grown in patience and empathy towards others. Many developed endurance and perseverance. Many have begun to volunteer in victims rights-groups and family support organisations.

None of this is likely to have happened had they not suffered the evil they experienced.


Similar character development often occurs after natural disasters. Relief organisations experience their largest influx of volunteers in the days following a major hurricane or earth quake. It’s in the face of trials, disasters and other forms of evil that true courage, compassion, forgiveness, self-sacrifice and charity are developed. Without hardship, good character is hard to come by. Wisdom is typically the product of failure not success and without loss we seldom appreciate gain. 


When we experience evil, we learn the value of goodness all the more. Hardships educate, train, hone and prepare us to be better people. This character building purpose for some kinds of evil would certainly be consistent with an all-loving Divine Creator especially if such a Creator has eternity in view together with our place in it and is concerned more with our character as his children than our comfort.


If an all-powerful, all loving Creator truly exists, some evil would  be reconciled based on its ability to refocus our attention, remind us of the nature of eternal life and who we really are, which is … ‘participating children of God,’ and draw us closer to our Creator.

Finally, if the whole purpose of our lives on Earth is to evolve our soul/consciousness and character by developing coherence, intentionality, responsibility and above all love, so that we can eventually become co-creators with the creator, then the evil we find in the process is an unpalatable necessity without which our soul can never expect to achieve its ultimate goal!


If we are destined to be participators with our Creator in the creation process, then we are truly Children of God in the most fundamental way possible.”

Compiled by…. Ralph Ellis.

     ……………………………………………………………
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