CREATIONISM & INTELLIGENT DESIGN [continued from the last magazine]
After reading my article in the last Church magazine some readers have asked me for my definitions of the terms Creationism and Intelligent Design, so here goes:
Creationism: 

This is the general religious view that the universe and life in it were divinely created. Jews, Muslims and Christians are in this sense  Creationists, but Hindu and Buddhist faiths are not as they see the universe as being eternal.

However, Creationism has now become a term of abuse and derision by the so called new-Atheists, because in the early days ID was adopted by  fundamentalist ‘young-earth-creationists’, who perceived from their very literal interpretation of Biblical passages that the earth was very young, i.e. just over 6000 years old [It is now accepted to be 13.7 billion years old] and who also claimed that the Intelligence proposed by the theory of ID was the God of the Bible.

As ID is a scientific theory not a religious one, this got it off to a bad start through no fault of the proponents of ID and the new-Atheists have never let it drop and still use it as a tool of ridicule towards proponents of ID.
Intelligent Design: [ID]
A simple definition of Intelligent Design (ID) is this that – The universe and the intelligent life it contains, is best explained as the product of an intelligent cause which has design, purpose and meaning at its very core. 
This is the very opposite of the Atheistic neo-Darwinian claim that whilst there appears to be design in nature, this they claim is only an illusion of design and that we are really the result of a blind, meaningless, undirected, purposeless processes that never had us in mind.
Intelligent design theory does not go so far as to claim that the ‘Intelligent Designer’ is God and does not rely on any religious premises whatsoever, but it does have profound religious implications as it directly refutes materialistic atheism.
The theory of ID is based upon our proven scientific methods and it points to the well known fact that;-

 The universe had a beginning, a moment of creation in which not only all of the present energy and matter came into being but all of space and time as well. This moment of creation is known as the ‘Big Bang’. It is worth remembering here that from the time of the ancient Greeks some 2500 years ago right up to the early 1960s  most scientists thought that the universe was eternal; it came as a great shock to many when the Big Bang was accepted as correct. The Bible had this right some many centuries before the ancient Greeks, i.e. Genesis 1.1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” etc;

Now there are at least some forty factors in the theory of ID which point to the operation of intelligence, two of which are as follows:-
1). The extreme fine-tuning of the laws of physics which govern the way the universe works and which make it suitable to bring forth intelligent creatures such as us. In a purposeless universe with no design, these laws did not have to have the properties they do. For example, if the value of the gravitational constant in the law of gravity had been only a tiny little bit different to what it actually is, there would be no stars, planets or life possible in the universe. This principle is found in all of the forty or so factors.
 2). The unbelievable complexity of human cells in which the whole programme for constructing the proteins [the building blocks] for a human body is contained in the chemical-coding in the strands of DNA in each of our 50 trillion cells. These codes are just like the codes that are used in modern computer programmes; the complete code for the proteins in a human is some 3.6 billion digits long and is the longest code we have found in the known universe. This ‘coding’ is described as ‘Information’ and the only [repeat the only] known source of information is from an intelligent mind.
Codes do not occur without a designer. Examples of symbolic codes include music, languages, blueprints, computer programmes and  DNA.
Codes and symbols store information, which is not a property of matter and energy alone. Information itself is a separate entity on par with and almost certainly more fundamental than matter and energy. 
All the codes we know the origin of, are created by a conscious-mind. Therefore ID claims DNA was designed by a mind and that language and information are proof of the action of intelligence. 
To the extent that science can demonstrate anything, the information in DNA is evidence of design in living things.
· DNA is not merely a molecule with a pattern; it is a code, a language and an information storage mechanism.
· All codes are created by a conscious mind; there is no natural process known to science that creates coded information.
· Therefore, DNA was designed.
Information-Theory and DNA deal a crushing blow to Materialistic, neo-Darwinian Atheism, because the laws of physics and chemistry do not account for the existence of Information.

Finally, it is interesting to note that St John’s gospel  Chapter 1 begins:- “In the beginning was the Word and the word was with God and the Word was God.” 
Now the word ‘Word’, is an english translation from the original Greek word – ‘Logos’ which  not only means spoken-word, but also means language and the information contained therein. It also infers  ‘a principle of order and logic through which all things were made.’
Information-Theory suggests that ‘Information’[with perhaps the exception of consciousness], is the most fundamental phenomenon in the universe and which encodes all of our material reality from which all energy, matter and form originate. ID theory claims that information never occurs by chance but always originates from an intelligent mind.
So from this I believe we can postulate the following – 

‘In the beginning, God, the Ultimate Conscious Intelligence, brought  into existence through  intentional-creation the universe and  life by the ‘in-put’ of the necessary Information  to bring it about.’
I include the following statement which has been made by the biologist Jonathan Wells PhD  after he had extensively studied ID:-
“When I look at the evidence objectively without ruling out the possibility of Intelligent   design, design leaps up as the most likely explanation and that’s why I believe that it’s true”..

     Intelligent-Design is very supportive of theistic belief but it does not rely on religious premises.

     So the theory of Intelligent Design is telling us that -- The actual process of the creation of the universe and life appears to be, by the best inference, not a purposeless, meaningless, random, Darwinian, undirected evolutionary process; Instead it appears to be an intelligent process even if a non-Darwinian evolutionary process is involved, that has direction, design, purpose and meaning at its very core.

                                   ###############################
PAGE  
2

