THE SHROUD OF TURIN 2: An update for 2019.
Just after the Easter of 2017, my article appeared in our Church magazine describing what was then known about the artefact described as the ‘Shroud of Turin.’ So, what new evidence for or against the authenticity of this  ‘Shroud’  has come to light in the two years that have elapsed?
From my recent study, it appears that no new evidence has come to light that in any way discredits the shroud’s claimed authenticity; in fact any new evidence has all gone into strengthening the claim that it is Christ’s burial shroud. The only problem is the 1988 radio carbon dating which put it as being from the 13th century, however, it is now agreed that the cloth sample used for this test was from an area on the cloth that had been repaired in 15th century with cotton and therefore invalid.
To recap, the main features of the Shroud are briefly as follows:-

 It is a 4.2m x 1.1m piece of pure linen cloth woven in a specific style that was used in Palestine in the first century AD, and used to wrap the dead body of a crucified man. It is claimed that the this piece of cloth was used to wrap the body of Jesus Christ after his crucifixion and  death. The inner surfaces that faced inwards towards the body have a photographically negative picture of this man in quite incredible detail.
· It has pollen dust and  limestone on it from Palestine.

· Images of coins minted by Pontius Pilate.

· Images of flowers from Jerusalem.

· Real blood type AB+ containing bilirubin and blood-serum.
· Images of wounds on head, wrists, feet, body and RH side.

· The blood pattern on the face on the Shroud, is the same pattern as that found on the face-cloth known as the Sudarium, which is traditionally thought to have been used to wrap around the head of Jesus before he was taken down from the cross. The blood on both Shroud and Sudarium are identical, i.e., blood group AB+ which only 3% of the worlds population possess. Also, both facial blood patterns match each other to within an accuracy of 1 in 1 billion. This Sudarium (face cloth) has a known documented history that dates from at least 570AD when it was brought from Jerusalem to Spain. 

This new evidence is summarized as follows:-

1).   More forensic evidence has emerged to now confirm that that the image was definitely not produced by…..drawing, painting, dying, or scorching from a hot surface or by any kind of Camera-obscura device.
2),  The image is only on the top few fibres of the shroud’s inner-surface the thickness of these fibres being no more than a tenth that of a human hair and unlike the bloodstains does not penetrate into the cloth. The blood stains were on the cloth before the image was and the image does not extend under the blood! The image is so thin that it could be scraped-off with an ordinary open razor.
3).  It has now been confirmed that the image can only have  been produced by the chemical degradation of these top-fibres by some kind of powerful electromagnetic-radiation. It has been proposed by experts that the type of radiation would have to have been laser-light in the ultra-violet range, with an energy of some 7- billion watts and lasted for a duration of only  1- 40th of a billionth of a second, otherwise the cloth would have been vaporised. It is not possible for the forensic scientists to at present reproduce an image by this means (or any other) as the power required exceeds the  combined  capability of all of our  available lasers.
4).   Also, the image is not a distorted one which would have been unavoidable if it had been caused by direct contact with the surface of a body, instead, the body would have to be levitated  with the cloth in a taut horizontal  position in order for the image to be photographically correct and to be not distorted. The image when photographed becomes a photographic-positive and can be viewed with suitable equipment as a positive 3D-holographic picture. No ordinary photograph has this property.
5).  The radiation necessary to produce the image would have to have been emitted from inside of the body outwards towards its outer surfaces and from there to the inner surface of the cloth. The x-ray like images of the teeth and hands go to confirm this. It is now known that each cell in our body has laser-light that cells use to communicate with each other, but it is not  known how this laser radiation could have been mustered to create the high energy required to produce the image.

6).  Whilst no new carbon-14 dating tests have been done, three other tests have been done on fibres taken off the shroud that suggests that the linen shroud material dates from around 50AD +/- 200 years which puts it firmly at the right time to have been Jesus’ shroud. [These three other tests were…2 - chemical tests and 1- potential strength test].
The carrying out of new carbon-14 dating tests are strictly under the sole control of the Catholic church and one wonders why they have not done this yet!
The Shroud remains the most scientific and forensically  studied artefact in the world and if new carbon-14 dating evidence confirms its date being in first century AD  what will there then be to stop it being classed as authentic other than dogmatic prejudice?

In all of this we should never forget the words of Sherlock Holmes who often said,…”When you have eliminated the impossible, the other possibilities, and the other contingencies, then, whatever remains how ever improbable, must be the truth!”
As one scientist has commented… if its date is now confirmed as first century AD, I believe we will have in our possession God’s receipt for the resurrection! 

If this happens we must all be prepared for what happen next!!!

For more information go to:-  www.shroud.com or you tube. Best to look at the latest videos rather than the older ones that do not contain the latest information.
For those without the internet:, It is possible for me to show a video about the Shroud. Let me know if you are interested.
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